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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

1st Meeting, 2016 (Session 5) 
 

Thursday 16 June 2016 
 
The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in the Sir Alexander Fleming Room (CR3). 
 
1. Declaration of interests: Members of the Committee will be invited to declare 

any relevant interests. 
 
2. Choice of Convener: The Committee will choose a Convener. 
 
3. Choice of Deputy Convener: The Committee will choose a Deputy Convener. 
 
4. Work programme: The Committee will consider its work programme. 
 
 

Catherine Fergusson 
Clerk to the Public Petitions Committee 

Room T3.40 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
Tel: 0131 348 5186 

Email: catherine.fergusson@parliament.scot   

mailto:catherine.fergusson@parliament.scot
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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE 
 

1st Meeting, 2016 (Session 5) 
 

Thursday 16 June 2016 
 

Declaration of interests  
 
 
Introduction 
 
1. At the first Committee meeting, members will be invited to make an initial 

declaration of any interests which are relevant to the remit of the Committee.   
 

2. If a member has an interest which is relevant to an item being discussed at a 
Committee meeting, the member must also declare that interest before 
participating in the meeting.   

 
Declarable interests  
 
3. If a member has a registrable interest in any category of the register (apart from 

the voluntary category), this is also potentially a declarable interest.  Declaring 
relevant interests before participating in Parliamentary proceedings is a statutory 
requirement under the Interests of Members of the Scottish Parliament Act 2006 
and failure to do so is a breach of the Code of Conduct and also a criminal 
offence. 
 

4. Section 3 (Volume 2) of the Code of Conduct for MSPs explains in detail the rules 
on declaration of interests and more guidance is also available in Volume 3, 
Section 3. 

 
5. It is the responsibility of the individual Member to be aware of the rules on the 

declaration of interests and to judge whether a registered interest is sufficiently 
relevant to particular proceedings to require a declaration.  The Standards Clerks 
can provide further advice on this.   

 
Declaration of interests at the first Committee meeting 
 
6. At the first Committee meeting, all members will be invited to declare any 

registrable interests which are relevant to the remit of this Committee.  The 
declaration can be brief but should be sufficiently informative to enable a listener 
to understand the nature of the Member’s interest.  It is not sufficient simply to 
refer to the register entry but nor is it necessary to rehearse all the details 
of an interest as it appears in the Register.   

 
7. If Members have any questions about what might constitute a declarable interest, 

they can contact the Committee clerks prior to the meeting. The Standards Clerks 
are also happy to provide advice. 
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Declaration of interests at subsequent Committee meetings 
 
8. Members are also required to declare any relevant registrable interests at 

subsequent committee meetings if they are relevant to the business under 
discussion.   Such a declaration has to be made at each meeting where it is 
relevant and before participating in those proceedings.  This allows the public 
attending or reading the report of any Committee meeting to understand the 
nature of the member’s interest. 

 
9. Although this is not a registrable interest, the Code also advises Members, as 

good practice, to declare any business or personal relationships they might have 
with any advisers or witnesses to the Committee. 

 
 

Clerk to the Committee 
10 June 2016 
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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE 
 

1st Meeting, 2016 (Session 5) 
 

Thursday 16 June 2016 
 

Choice of Convener and Deputy Convener  
 
 
Purpose of paper 
 
1. This paper explains the procedure for choosing a Convener and Deputy 

Convener at the first meeting of the Committee. 
 
Oldest Member 
 
2. Standing Orders oblige all committees to choose a Convener at their first 

meeting. Rule 12.1.6 states that the meeting is to be chaired by the Oldest 
Committee Member until a Convener is chosen. The “Oldest Committee 
Member” is defined as the oldest member of the Committee present at the 
meeting and who has indicated to the Clerk that he or she agrees to chair the 
meeting. 

 
Choice of Convener 
 
3. On 1 June 2016, the Parliament agreed to motion S5M-278 which resolved that 

members of the Scottish Labour Party are eligible to be chosen as Convener of 
the Public Petitions Committee. The Oldest Committee Member will invite a 
nomination from members of that party for the convenership. There is no 
requirement for nominations to be submitted in advance of the meeting or to be 
seconded.  

 
4. Committee members will then be invited to appoint the nominated person as 

Convener. 
 
5. On being chosen by the Committee, the Convener will immediately take the chair 

and will chair the rest of the meeting. 
 
Choice of Deputy Convener 
 
6. Motion S5M-278 also stated that members of the Scottish National Party are 

eligible to be chosen as Deputy Convener of the Public Petitions Committee. 
 

7. The procedure for choosing a Deputy Convener is the same as that for the 
Convener and will be conducted by the newly-chosen Convener. 

 
 

Clerk to the Committee 
10 June 2016 
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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE 

1st Meeting, 2016 (Session 5) 

Thursday 16 June 2016 

Work programme 

Purpose 

1. The purpose of this paper is to invite the Committee to consider and agree:  

 whether to hold an informal business planning meeting to discuss its approach 
to its consideration of petitions and management of the petitions process; and 

 
 its approach to consideration of petitions carried over from Session 4 and any 

new petitions lodged since its predecessor committee ceased considering new 
petitions. 

Business planning meeting 

2. It has become common practice for committees to hold an informal meeting 
during the summer recess to consider forward work programmes and to receive 
briefings on policy issues relevant to their remit. 

3. Given the nature of the Public Petitions Committee, where the agenda is set by 
the subjects raised by petitioners, there is no specific subject area in which the 
Committee has overall responsibility for scrutiny of the Scottish Government. 
Policy-specific briefings are therefore unlikely to be of particular benefit in 
informing the Committee’s work programme. However, a business planning 
meeting would provide the Committee with an opportunity to discuss its 
approach to consideration of petitions, the Legacy Paper from its predecessor 
committee and the management  and development of the petitions process, 
including promotion of the petitions process and engagement activities. 

Consideration of petitions 

Current petitions 
4. There are a total of 23 petitions carried over from Session 4. The previous 

committee’s Legacy Paper set out suggested actions for the Committee to 
consider in relation to each of these petitions. Annexe A to this paper presents 
a summary of those petitions. 

5. The Committee may also wish to note that 9 petitions that had been referred to 
other committees have been carried over and will be considered by the relevant 
Session 5 committees in due course. 

New petitions 
6. The previous committee agreed not to consider any petitions lodged after 29 

January 2016.1 This was to enable members to focus on the current petitions it 
                                                           
1 A similar approach to the setting of a cut-off date has been taken in previous sessions. 
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had under consideration and reflected that there would not have been sufficient 
time prior to dissolution to consider any responses sought on petitions lodged 
after this date. 

7. Since 29 January, a total of 9 petitions have been lodged, as detailed in 
Annexe B. There are also 3 petitions currently gathering signatures and a 
number of proposed petitions which the clerks expect will proceed to be 
formally lodged. Given the number of new petitions is likely to increase, it is 
suggested that the Committee may wish to schedule initial consideration of 
some of these new petitions before the summer recess. 

8. If the Committee is minded to schedule initial consideration, members may also 
wish to consider whether to invite oral evidence from any of the petitioners at 
this point. Oral evidence can be of assistance to the Committee in 
understanding more about the background to and action called for in a petition. 
Members may wish to note that there is no presumption in favour of petitioners 
being invited to give oral evidence and the decision of whether or not to do so is 
entirely for the Committee. A decision on whether or not to take evidence at the 
Committee’s first consideration of a petition also does not preclude an invitation 
being extended to a petitioner at a later stage. 

Conclusion 

9. The Committee is asked to consider and agree: 

 to hold a business planning event and whether there are specific issues 
members would wish to discuss; 
 

 whether to hold a meeting on 30 June at which it will consider some of 
the current petitions carried forward from Session 4; 

 
 whether to consider new petitions at this meeting and on which, if any, 

new petitions members wish to take oral evidence; and 
 

 subject to any preferences members may have, whether members are 
content to delegate to the Convener the final decision on the petitions to 
schedule for consideration on 30 June. 

 

Catherine Fergusson 
Clerk to the Committee 
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ANNEXE A – PETITIONS CARRIED OVER FROM SESSION 4 

PE1223 on school bus safety 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Ron Beaty calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge 
the Scottish Government to take all appropriate action, whether 
through amending guidance, contracts, agreements or 
legislation, to require local authorities to install proper safety 
signage and lights on school buses, to be used only when 
school children are on the bus when necessary, and make 
overtaking a stationary school bus a criminal offence. 

Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

We invite the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider 
this petition in light of the fact that, in response to the findings 
from Glasgow City Council’s pilot programme, Transport 
Scotland is considering what further steps could improve and 
standardise the display of the school bus sign in Scotland. 
Transport Scotland anticipates it will be able to report back on 
this in summer 2016. 

 

PE1319 on improving youth football in Scotland 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by William Robertson and Scott Robertson calling on 
the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
investigate the (1) legal status and appropriateness of 
professional SFA clubs entering into contracts with children 
under 16 years; (2) audit process and accountability of all public 
funds distributed by the Scottish Football Association to its 
member clubs; (3) social, educational and psychological affects 
and legality of SFA member clubs prohibiting such children from 
participating in extra curricular activity; and (4) appropriateness 
of ‘compensation’ payments between SFA member clubs for 
the transfer of young players under the age of 16 years; and to 
(5) increase the educational target from 2 hours curricular 
physical activity to four hours per week; and (6) develop a long-
term plan to provide quality artificial surfaces for training and 
playing football at all ages across all regions. 

Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

We invite the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider 
this petition further. We have written to the Scottish 
Government to seek its views on the call from Children and 
Young People’s Commissioner Scotland to consider how the 
issues raised can be dealt with through external regulation. We 
recommend that the response received should be taken into 
account in deciding what further action to take on this petition. 
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PE1408 on updating pernicious anaemia/Vitamin B12 deficiency 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Andrea MacArthur calling on the Scottish Parliament 
to urge the Scottish Government to review and overhaul the 
current out-dated and ineffective method of diagnosing and 
treating Pernicious Anaemia/VitaminB12 Deficiency. 

Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

We invite the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider 
this petition in light of the fact the Scottish Haematology Society 
has developed draft guidance for general practitioners on the 
diagnosis and treatment of B12 deficiency. The Session 5 
Public Petitions Committee  may wish to explore with the 
Scottish Government the further clarification requested by the 
petitioner as to how the guidance will address the benefits and 
the timescales in which patients should be receiving regular 
injections. 

 

PE1458 on a register of interests for members of Scotland’s judiciary 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Peter Cherbi calling on the Scottish Parliament to 
urge the Scottish Government to create a Register of Pecuniary 
Interests of Judges Bill (as is currently being considered in New 
Zealand's Parliament) or amend present legislation to require 
all members of the Judiciary in Scotland to submit their interests 
& hospitality received to a publicly available Register of 
Interests. 

 

Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

We invite the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider 
this petition further. We have written to Professor Alan Paterson 
to ask for his views which we hope will be available to inform 
the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee’s consideration. 

 

PE1463 on effective thyroid and adrenal testing, diagnosis and treatment 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Sandra Whyte, Marian Dyer and Lorraine Cleaver 
calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish 
Government to take action to ensure GPs and endocrinologists 
are able to accurately diagnose thyroid and adrenal disorders 
and provide the most appropriate treatment. 

Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

We invite the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider 
the petition in light of Thyroid UK’s recent patient experience 
survey conducted as part of the Scottish Government’s listening 
exercise, including what action the Scottish Government is 
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taking to obtain the Scottish figures from the survey and any 
other action it is taking to evaluate the results of the listening 
exercise. The Session 5 Public Petitions Committee is also 
invited to consider the petitioner’s suggestion of inviting oral 
evidence from Dr Midgley. 

 

PE1477 on gender neutral Human Pappilomavirus vaccination 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Jamie Rae, on behalf of the Throat Cancer 
Foundation, calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the 
Scottish Government to extend the current Human 
Papillomavirus (HPV) immunisation programme in Scotland to 
include boys. 

Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

We have written to the Scottish Government asking whether it 
will implement a gender-neutral HPV vaccine programme prior 
to the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation 
making a recommendation on such a programme.  We invite 
the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider this 
petition in light of that response. 

 

PE1480 on Alzheimer’s and dementia awareness / PE1533 on abolition of non-
residential social care charges for older and disabled people 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Amanda Kopel, on behalf of the Frank Kopel 
Alzheimer's Awareness Campaign, calling on the Scottish 
Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to raise awareness 
of the daily issues suffered by people with Alzheimer’s and 
dementia and to ensure that free personal care is made 
available for all sufferers of this illness regardless of age. 

Petition by Jeff Adamson, on behalf of Scotland Against the 
Care Tax, calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the 
Scottish Government to abolish all local authority charges for 
non-residential care services as under Part 1, Paragraph 1, 
Subsection (4) of the Community Care and Health (Scotland) 
Act 2002. 

Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

We invite the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider 
these petitions in light of the Scottish Government’s 
commitment and on-going work to review fairness in social care 
charging. 
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PE1517 on Polypropylene Mesh Medical Devices 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Elaine Holmes and Olive McIlroy, on behalf of 
Scottish Mesh Survivors - "Hear Our Voice" campaign, calling 
on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to: 

1. Suspend use of polypropylene Transvaginal Mesh (TVM) 
procedures; 

2. Initiate a Public Inquiry and/or comprehensive independent 
research to evaluate the safety of mesh devices using all 
evidence available, including that from across the world; 

3. Introduce mandatory reporting of all adverse incidents by 
health professionals; 

4. Set up a Scottish Transvaginal Mesh implant register with 
view to linking this up with national and international registers; 

5. Introduce fully Informed Consent with uniformity throughout 
Scotland’s Health Boards; and 

6. Write to the MHRA and ask that they reclassify TVM devices 
to heightened alert status to reflect ongoing concerns 
worldwide. 

Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

In 2014, the Scottish Government agreed to place a moratorium 
on mesh implant procedures and established an Independent 
Review of Use, Safety and Efficacy of Transvaginal Mesh 
Implants in the Treatment of Stress Urinary Incontinence and 
Pelvic Organ Prolapse in Women.  The Independent Review 
published an interim report in October 2015 and we understand 
that a final report will be published later in 2016.  We invite the 
Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider the petition in 
light of the final report of the Independent Review. 

 

PE1540 on a permanent solution for the A83 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Douglas Philand calling on the Scottish Parliament 
to urge the Scottish Government to ensure that a permanent 
solution for the A83 at Rest and be thankful ensuring the vital 
lifeline route is not closed because of landslides. 

Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

We invite the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider 
the petition on the basis of the concerns that have been raised 
in submissions about the impacts of closure of the A83. 
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PE1545 on residential care provision for the severely learning disabled 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Ann Maxwell, on behalf of the Muir Maxwell Trust, 
calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish 
Government to recognise residential care as a way severely 
learning disabled children, young people and adults can lead 
happy and fulfilled lives and provide the resources to local 
authorities to establish residential care options for families in 
Scotland. 

Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

We invite the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider 
this petition in light of the further discussions that are expected 
to take place between the petitioner and the Scottish 
Government on delivery approaches which support individuals 
with complex needs. 

 

PE1548 on national guidance on restraint and seclusion in schools 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Beth Morrison calling on the Scottish Parliament to 
urge the Scottish Government to: 

Introduce National Guidance on the use of restraint and 
seclusion in all schools; this guidance should support the 
principles of: 

Last resort - where it is deemed necessary, restraint should be 
the minimum required to deal with the agreed risk, for the 
minimum amount of time  

Appropriate supervision of the child at all times, including during 
“time out” or seclusion.  

Reducing the use of solitary exclusion and limiting the time it is 
used for (e.g. maximum time limits)  

No use of restraints that are cruel, humiliating, painful and 
unnecessary or not in line with trained techniques.  

Accountability of teaching and support staff for their actions; this 
should include recording every incident leading to the use of 
seclusion or restraint and monitoring of this by the local 
authority.  

Regular training for staff in how to avoid the use of restraint  

Where restraint is unavoidable training in appropriate restraint 
techniques by British Institute of Learning Disability accredited 
providers and no use of restraint by untrained staff.  
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2. Appoint a specific agency (either Education Scotland or 
possibly the Care Inspectorate) to monitor the support and care 
given in non-educational areas including the evaluation of the 
use of restraint and seclusion of children with special needs in 
local authority, voluntary sector or private special schools. 

Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

While the petitioner refers to the use of restraint and seclusion 
in all schools, her focus has been on children with severe 
learning disabilities.  The Scottish Government has provided the 
Committee with draft guidance on this practice and we have 
agreed to seek the views of the Children and Young People's 
Commissioner Scotland on the draft guidance.  We invite the 
Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider this petition in 
light of the response from the Commissioner. 

 

PE1551 on mandatory reporting of child abuse 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Scott Pattinson calling on the Scottish Parliament to 
urge the Scottish Government to introduce legislation that 
makes it a criminal offence to fail to report child abuse. 

Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

We invite the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider 
this petition in light of the UK Government’s consultation on 
mandatory reporting of child abuse, which is due to take place 
in 2016. The Committee has asked the Scottish Government to 
provide an update on its position on mandatory reporting once 
further details of the UK Government’s consultation are 
available. 

 

PE1563 on sewage sludge spreading 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Doreen Goldie, on behalf of Avonbridge and 
Standburn Community Council, calling on the Scottish 
Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to ban the use of 
sewage sludge on land and to look for alternative acceptable 
methods of disposal as adopted in other European countries. 

Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

The Committee sought the views of the petitioners on the 
Scottish Government’s Review of the Storage and Spreading of 
Sewage Sludge on Land in Scotland (The Sludge Review): 
Final Recommendations. The petitioners raised a number of 
questions regarding the recommendations and the Committee 
agreed to put those questions to the Scottish Government.  We 
invite the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider this 
petition in light of the response from the Scottish Government. 
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PE1568 on Funding, access and promotion of the NHS Centre for Integrative 
Care 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Catherine Hughes calling on the Scottish Parliament 
to urge the Scottish Government to ensure that Scotland-wide 
access to the NHS Centre of Integrative Care (NHS CIC) is 
restored by providing national funding for a specialist national 
resource for chronic conditions, to uphold NHS patient choice 
and cease the current postcode lottery by removing barriers to 
patient access and prevent institutional discrimination by 
helping to promote the benefits of this care pathway for patients 
with long-term conditions. 

Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

We invite the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider 
this petition in light of NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde’s review 
of the services provided at the Centre for Integrative Care.  We 
would also attention to the evidence the Committee received in 
relation to the weight given to patients’ views when coming to 
decisions on whether to cease referrals to the Centre for 
Integrative Care. We also suggest that greater clarity should be 
sought from the Scottish Government on whether and how 
plans for the proposed national chronic pain centre will affect 
the Centre for Integrative Care. 

 

PE1571 on Food Bank Funding 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by John Beattie calling on the Scottish Parliament to 
urge the Scottish Government to provide direct funding to food 
banks to ensure that demand for their services can be fully met. 

Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

We invite the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider 
this petition in light of the Scottish Government’s Social Justice 
Action Plan, which is due to be published shortly before 
dissolution.  We would suggest that future action on this petition 
could include referring it to the relevant subject committee in 
Session 5. 

 

PE1577 on Adult Cerebral Palsy Services 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Rachael Wallace calling on the Scottish Parliament 
to urge the Scottish Government to develop and provide 
funding for a clinical pathway and services for adults with 
cerebral palsy. 
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Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

We invite the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider 
this petition and further scrutinise the Scottish Government’s 
position on the proposal in light of the outcome of Bobath 
Scotland’s pilot programme and the petitioner’s meeting with 
the Scottish Government. 

 

PE1581 on Save Scotland’s School Libraries 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Duncan Wright calling on the Scottish Parliament to 
urge the Scottish Government to set out a new national strategy 
for school libraries which recognises the vital role of high quality 
school libraries in supporting pupils’ literacy and research skills. 

Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

We invite the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider 
this petition and further scrutinise the Scottish Government’s 
position on the proposal. 

 

PE1586 on statutory control measures for invasive non-native species 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by James A Mackie, on behalf of Innes Community 
Council, calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish 
Government to amend the Wildlife and Natural Environment 
(Scotland) Act 2011 to include statutory powers enforced by 
penalties to force land owners/tenants to destroy invasive non-
native species that grow on their lands. 

Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

We invite the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider 
this petition in light of concerns about the growth of invasive 
non-native species and the apparent decline in funding to 
address the issue. The Committee has asked SEPA to provide 
further details on progress on research into biocontrol 
organisms, the adequacy of funding, the use of statutory control 
agreements, the legal removal of invasive non-native species 
and public information about how to contact the correct agency 
to remove invasive non-native species. The Session 5 Public 
Petitions Committee may wish to invite oral evidence on these 
issues from SNH and SEPA. 

 

PE1591 on major redesign of healthcare services in Skye, Lochalsh and South 
West Ross 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Catriona MacDonald, on behalf of SOS-NHS, calling 
on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
reverse its approval of the major service change to healthcare 
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services in Skye, Lochalsh and South West Ross. 

Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

We invite the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider 
this petition in light of expected replies from NHS Highland, the 
Scottish Health Council and the Scottish Government all of 
which were invited to comment on the petitioners’ submission of 
15 February 2016. 

 

PE1592 on Group B Strep information and testing 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Shaheen McQuade calling on the Scottish 
Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to ensure all 
pregnant women receive information about Group B Strep and 
are given the option to be tested; and to set aside funding to 
find more reliable methods of testing. 

Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

We invite the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider 
this petition in light of the National Screening Committee’s 
review of the evidence on Group B Strep screening this year. 

 

PE1593 on a full review of the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening 
Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Paul Quigley, on behalf of Fans Against 
Criminalisation, calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the 
Scottish Government to hold a full and comprehensive review of 
the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening 
Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 with a view to having this 
Act repealed. 

Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

We invite the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider 
this petition and to seek clarification from the Scottish 
Government and Police Scotland on the points raised in the 
petitioner’s submission of 23 February 2016. 

 

PE1595 on moratorium on shared spaces 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Alexander Taylor calling on the Scottish Parliament 
to urge the Scottish Government to place a moratorium on all 
shared space schemes until safety and equality concerns have 
been addressed. 

Legacy Paper We invite the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider 
this petition further. In doing so we note the submission from 
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recommendation: Lord Holmes of Richmond that indicates the UK Government is 
seeking details of shared space schemes from all UK local 
authorities. 

 

PE1596 on In Care Survivors Service Scotland 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Paul Anderson, James McDermott and Chris Daly 
calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish 
Government to retain our essential, dedicated In Care Survivor 
Service Scotland in its current form. 

Legacy Paper 
recommendation: 

We invite the Session 5 Public Petitions Committee to consider 
this petition and take a watching brief to ensure that the needs 
of survivors of in-care abuse are taken into account during the 
establishment of a new service to support those individuals’ 
needs. 
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ANNEXE B – NEW PETITIONS 

PE1598: Protecting wild salmonids from sea lice from Scottish salmon farms 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Guy Linley-Adams on behalf of Salmon & Trout 
Conservation Scotland calling on the Scottish Parliament to 
urge the Scottish Government to strengthen Scottish legislative 
and regulatory control of marine fish farms to protect wild 
salmonids of domestic and international conservation 
importance. 

 

PE1600: Speed awareness courses 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by John Chapman calling on the Scottish Parliament to 
urge the Scottish Government to introduce speed awareness 
courses. 

 

PE1601: European Beavers in Scotland 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Andy Myles calling on the Scottish Parliament to 
urge the Scottish Government to make an urgent decision 
about the legal status of the two populations of European 
beavers in Scotland, and to extend the full protection of law to 
the species. 

 

PE1602: ECGs and heart echo tests within antenatal care 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Carol Sunnucks calling on the Scottish Parliament to 
urge the Scottish Government to include ECGs and heart echo 
tests in pregnancy care for women in Scotland. 

 

PE1603: Ensuring greater scrutiny, guidance and consultation on armed 
forces visits to schools in Scotland 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Mairi Campbell-Jack and Douglas Beattie on behalf 
of Quaker in Scotland & Forces Watch calling on the Scottish 
Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to ensure that: 

1. Guidance is provided on how visits to schools by the 
armed forces should be conducted so that information 
presented to children takes account of the unique nature 
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of armed forces careers, ensures political balance, and 
offers a realistic representation of the role of the armed 
forces and what a career in the armed forces involves.  

2. Information is collected to enable public monitoring of the 
number and location of visits, the purpose and content of 
visits, and comparison with the number of visits by other 
employers.  

3. Parents/guardians are consulted as to whether they are 
happy for their child to take part in armed forces activities 
at school. 

 

PE1604: Inquests for all deaths by suicide in Scotland 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Catherine Matheson calling on the Scottish 
Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to expand the remit 
of the review into the arrangements for investigating the deaths 
of patients under Section 37 of the Mental Health (Care and 
Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2015 to include an inquest-type 
system for all deaths by suicide in Scotland; and to include both 
patients who were released from hospital or receiving care in 
the community under Compulsory Treatment Orders. 

 

PE1605: Whistleblowing in the NHS - a safer way to report mismanagement 
and bullying 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Peter Gregson on Behalf of Kids not Suits calling on 
the Scottish Parliament’s to urge the Scottish Government to 
establish an independent national whistleblower hotline for NHS 
staff to replace the current helpline. It would differ in that it 
would investigate reports about mismanagement and 
malpractice, often without recourse to NHS managers. 

 

PE1606: Forcing Scottish councils to collaborate regionally on schools and 
roads 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Peter Gregson on Behalf of Kids not Suits calling on 
the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to use 
its position in negotiations to set local authority budgets to 
ensure local authorities work together on a regional basis to 
provide education and transport services on a shared basis. 
Efficiencies could lead to staff being redeployed out of the back 
office and into front line services 
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PE1607: Congestion charging in major Scottish cities 

Petition 
summary: 

Petition by Peter Gregson on Behalf of Kids not Suits calling on 
the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
legislate for congestion charging in every major Scottish city 
(population over 300,000) with the proceeds from such charges 
to be used to subsidise more sustainable modes of transport, 
such as re-opening suburban railways that were closed, or 
reduced to freight, due to Beeching cuts; fixing cycling black 
spots; better park and ride facilities; and improved road 
surfaces (e.g. filled potholes). 
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